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County:  Placer 

Applicant:  Placer County Planning Department 

Project Title:  Placer Legacy Outreach Program 
 

PROJECT GOAL 
 

The Placer Legacy Outreach Program is designed to publicize the County’s 
open space and habitat conservation efforts with a focus on raising awareness 
of water quality and fire safety issues.  Water is California’s most important 
natural resource.  Placer Legacy’s conservation outreach and education will 
improve the public's familiarity and appreciation of Placer’s natural areas, 
communicates the importance of efforts to protect and restore rivers, lakes and 
streams, publicize open space protection efforts, and is expected to encourage 
public participation in the protection process. 

 
Placer County is seeking $30,000 in Sierra Nevada Conservancy Proposition 84 
funding to assist with Placer Legacy outreach efforts including publishing two 
newsletters, each with 10,000 copies, focused on water quality, fire safety, and 
conservation efforts in the eastern part of the county.  3,000 copies of a 
brochure explaining the basics of conservation easements will also be 
produced and distributed.   

 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
Adopted in June 2000, the Placer Legacy Open Space and Agricultural 
Conservation Program is an initiative of the County of Placer to protect and 
conserve habitat and water resources, open space and agricultural lands.  The 
program has been developed to implement the goals, policies and programs of 
the 1994 Placer County General Plan.  Placer Legacy is a critical step toward 
protection, preservation, and restoration of the integrity, productivity, and 
biodiversity of the county’s natural resources for this and future generations. 

 
To date, 2,687 acres of property have been conserved directly through Placer 
Legacy.  The County has partnered with other organizations to conserve an 
additional 4,086 acres.  The County hopes to have Phase I (western Placer 
County) of a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) in place by late-2009.  
Conservation and watershed protection actions will be far more efficient under 
the proposed HCP because of its countywide scope and long planning horizon.   

 
Open space preservation is a process that requires strategic communication 
throughout- from initiation, through planning, and on indefinitely into 
implementation.  Conservation does not end once land is preserved; rather, the 
long and important process of caring for that land begins.  Building stewardship 
is a critical issue for Placer Legacy.  Communication between all stakeholders is 
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required in order for planning and implementation to result in mutually 
agreeable outcomes. 

 
To date, Placer County along with the Sierra Business Council have produced 
and distributed two Placer Legacy newsletters.  The two additional grant-funded 
newsletters will only be distributed to stakeholders and residents in the east 
county within the Sierra Nevada Conservancy boundaries.  Each will be six 
pages, full color, printed and distributed to 10,000 recipients. 

 
The County will also be preparing a Placer Legacy brochure dealing with open 
space conservation methods, with a particular focus on easements.  Less-than-
fee acquisition is useful to preserve certain characteristics of land, and to 
promote open space objectives by limiting development.  Easements are an 
increasingly popular conservation option yet are frequently misunderstood by 
property owners.  The brochure will promote land protection and inform 
property owners of the various land protection options that are available. 

 
LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

 
Placer County is the project lead and will be partnering with the Sierra Business 
Council (SBC) on this outreach effort under an existing contract.  The County’s 
match contribution is $10,000 for a total project cost of $40,000. 

 
 

SNC PROJECT DELIVERABLES AND SCHEDULE 
 

DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 

Project Initiation January 2009 

Newsletter One March 2009 

Progress Report June 2009 

Conservation Easement Brochure July 2009 

Newsletter Two November 2009 

Final Report December 2009 

 
SNC PROJECT COSTS 

 

PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 

SBC Staff Cost (125 @ $60/hour) $7,500 

Newsletter One (10,000 @ $1.05) $10,500 

Conservation Easement Brochure 
(3,000 @ $.50) 

$1,500 

Newsletter Two (10,000 @ $1.05) $10,500 

TOTAL: $30,000 
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